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Befides, I cannot but advertife you, that I have obfer ved 
again March 6. 167a. the New Star under the Head of the 
Conftdlatiou of the Swan 5 but it can hardly be feen as yet 
with the naked Eye. 

So far this diligent O'ferver ; with whofe Obfervations we 
prefcmly acquainted fome of our Aftronomers here, to excite 
them to make theirs aifo in this place j who yet have feen no* 
thing of this Cornet hitherto. 

Mean time we have received frefh Letters from Paris 9 in* 
forming us, that there, and at La Flefche alfo, it hath been 
feen 3 from March 16 (ft.n.) untill March 26 > both inclu- 
sively : Of which we expe& a particular account hereaf- 
ter. At the prefent they intimate, that the reafon why it hath 
not been obferved but very late, is, that for a good while it 
was near the San; and when it was got clear of him, it was 
muchobfeured by the Moon* 

Since this, we have been informed by our Worthy 
and Learned Friend Mr. XfaacNewtan, that about the 16th of 
March i6~, ft* v. he fa w at night a dull Star South-weft of Per- 
feu?) which, he faith, he now takes to have been that Comet, of 
which we gave him information; But he adds, that it was 
very fmall, and had not any viGble Tail 5 which made him re- 
gard it no further 5 he fearing mthall^ that it will now be dif- 
ficult to find it. 

An Account of what hath been of late obferved by Dr. Kerkringtus 
concerning Eggs to be found in all forts of Females* 

A Lthough we have already (N°* 70, ) taken notice in brief 
±\ of what thelnquifitive K^rkringius hath difcourfed of, 
concerning Ovaria and Ova in all forts of Femals 3 yet^ to ex- 
cite the more vigoroufly our eminent Anatomifts here to a 
further fearch into this matter, as thofe of that profeffion in 
many forrain parts, as France, Italy^ Holland^ &c. employ 
themfeives to find what truth there is in it; we thought, it 
would not be unwelcome to the Curious of all forts of this 
Country, to give them here in Enghfh a particular defcription 
of what the laid Knhinnus hath from his own Obfervations 

\> o 111 

delivered 



( 4^19 ) 

delivered on this fubje<St ♦• In the doing of which we fhall not 
fcruple to follow the French Philofophical J eur mis ^puhUfticd 
March if. 2i*and 2?> to this effedt j 

What Doctor Ks r k^ r3 E> ffaithoneof themj) hath from his 
curious Obfcrvations advanced, vi%. That Man hath his origin 
froraaiiEgg 5 hath been very differently received., fome ap- 
pearing furprifed at it, others rallying with it, and many be- 
ing induced thereby to make further inquiry into it. This 
great diverfity of fentiments made me think, I fhould do well 
for the fatisfa&ion of all forts of people, to infert here the 
particulars thernfelves, obferved by the faid Dr, K^r^rinjr ^nd, 
to add hereafter fome Reflexions, that may feem neceflary 
to remove the principal difficulties occurring in this mat- 
ter* 

But fince the things to be faid do fuppofe fome knowledge 
of the Parts, where thefe Eggs are formed and perfe&ed/'ic 
will not be araifs, beforehand tocaft your Eyes upon the F?. 
guru of Table II, of which the V* reprefents a Matrix with 
us chief dependances; where 

£. istbfMnrix. F.F. the two vafa defercntia, 

thtnec^ofthemamx. tefticulorum in ucerum. 

D.D.the tw@ telticult, or rather r n i . rt x/ * ^^ 

, r , ,, , ? , _ O. 0. the two vau prarpararu 

the repository s.which contain the £gfj • r «,,*«„:»„ +l„ ** 
r L V ' -* f re f^ rtn g t® s matter, nie 

Ifo*£*°f' ^ perfected in tcfticulis. 

£* £t the tW9 Tubes tfthe matrix > r J 

Fig, II. reprefents Eggs of different bigoef s, as Dr, Kerhring 
affirms to have found them in the tefticles of a Woman" 

J^.III. Ihews a bigger Egg, fuch an one as we have found 
at Par*/ in a Woman or 40 years of age,and iathofe of a Maid 
of 18 years. 

Fig. IV* exhibits fmaller Eggs, of which we have found a 
good number in the tefticles of a Cow. 

FifrV. reprefents an Egg, which D. ${erkring affirms to have 
opened three or four days after it was fallen into the matrix of 
a Woman, and in which he faw that little embryon marked 
2J ; whereof he found the Head begun to be difticgirfhed from 
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the Body yet without a diftindt preception of the organs. 

Fig. VI. (hews a bigger Egg, which D. Kerirwg did open 
a fortnight after conception^ finding in it thefc particulars j 

A, a little Secondine. f D. f A* Navel- firings by which the 

B, B. B. B> the membrane y Co- Child is faftned to the Secondine. 
rion , divided in four places. j E. a Child of 14. days after Concep- 

C, C. C. C* the membrane, Am- tisnjn which the face begins r& appear, 
nios, divided fa too. s together with the principal parts 'of the 

\Bod)\ 



Fig. VII. repre&nts the Scehton of an Infant, found by the 
fame in one of thele Eggs three weeks after Conception. 

tig. Vlll.exhibitsthe^e/^^ofanother Child, found alfo 
by him in an Egg 5 a moneth after Conception. 

Fig, IX. reprefents the Scdeton of an Embr)on y found by 
him in an Egg fix weeks after Conception. 

Though this Opinion (faith Kerkrwgiui) about the firft for- 
mation of Man in an Egg, as that of all Fowl, is not common, 
yet 'tis true j and if any find it difficult to believe, hemaycaft 
hhEyes upon Fig. II. where he will fee ofthofe Eggsreprefent* 
ed after the life 3 as I have found them my felfin the body of 
many Women o^n'd by me. 

Thefe Eggs are to be met with, not only in the tefticlesof 
Women married , but alfo in thofe of Maids, even as young 
Hens will lay Eggs without any commerce with a Cock. 

Thefe Eggs are of thebignefs of a pea, and they contain a 
glutinous liquor, which will be hardn d by the fire, juft as the 
White and Yolk in other Eggs. The taftof them is flat and 
unpleafant enough 5 they are inverted with one or two fine 
skins, which ftrech themfelves a little while after the Eggs 
are fallen into theWomb,and change into two membranes.call- 
ed Amnios and ChorionAwA as thefe two membranes are ahvaies 
found afterwards, enwrapping the Child; fo 'tis very proba* 
ble, that the Eggs of Women arc alfo cover'd with two skins 
from their beginniBg-,though by reafon of their finenefs I could 
not diftinaiy fee them. 

Itfeems 3 that Faliopius hath feen thefe Eggs before me , n 
appears in his An atom. Obfirvaiions. And as to their 
life they have in Generation^ it (eemseafietobedetermiaed, 
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by reflecting on what that very cxpertAnatomift Thomas whur. 
ton teacheth in his Treatife of Glandulh ch. 23. concerning 
the manner of Conception* For, according to him, Semen 
Viri peneirat in tefies famin<e per uteri Tubas, Now there it h 
joyned with the Egg 3 in fuch a manner, which hath not been 
explained till now, but is never the left certain^ and much re- 
fembling to what comes to pafs in the other oviparous ani- 
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The Egg being made thus fecond., defcendsinto the womb 
through the vafa defirentia 5 and in two or three daysgrows 
of the bignefs of a black Cherry, When they fall down^hey 
are a little bigger than we have reprefented them; but being 
fofr, they arc eafily flatned 5 and never remain round. Ixiix 
falling they are handled and (lightly prcfled,there will lack a 
little skin to the Roger, which (hews thai*tis not feed, nor my 
thing like it, but of fuch Eggs 5 as we fpeak of, F(tmw£>d> 
jiciunth£cOx)a imprimis tempore menjtruorum^ velinh^vths* 
mentia t 

1 have had ( faith Kerc% ixgiuf) an occsfion favorable e- 
nough for examining that Germe of three or at molt four d:\\<:?^ 
reprefented Fig< V. A married Woman dyed 3 or 4 daks 
pojifluxum menflmum. I affifted at the opening of her Body 5 
and having found in the matrix a little round mafs of the big- 
nefs of a great black Cherry % 1 took the husband aiide, and 
asked him 5 tium a tempore finxus menjlrmrum uxor em cogvo- 
v'tjjet } And having received for anfwer 5 that he -had, I pruy'd 
htm to let me carry home with me this little ball, which 1 had 
found in her womb. I wasnofooner come home but 1 open'd 
it, andfound 5 that nature had wrought.with i'o much activi- 
ty in (bfmall a time, that one might already fee the hrftlinea- 
ments of a Child, fince we obferved io it the head as diftind 
from the Body, and iathe he^d we took notice of fume traces 
ofits principal organs. As fori he reft of the Body, it- was no- 
thing as yet butamafle grol ly wrought., as you may fee in 
this Figw-e* 

But further^ xhtEmlrio reprefented in Fig. VI. was only 
of 1 5*daies 5 when in its Head there were noted the Eyes 5 Noft\ 
Mouthy and Ears j and the Body began lahave Legps and 
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Armes,as well diftinguifhable as appears In this Figure % > which 
reprefents it juft as it was given me, f du:Cc not yet attempt to 
feparate the Flefh from thefe little-Bancs or rather frrm thefe 
firudi Cartilages, which in time become ttonesi a!khtie parts 
being yet too tender to make an accurate difle&ion of them. 
In /-'/V^rgVlI^is delineated a child,whichis already furniihed 
with all its Cartilages, though it had been conceived but three 
weeks. It being fallen into my hands, I attempted to fever 
the skin and the flefh from the Cartilages, holding the place 
cf the Bones, and I fucceeded well enough in it, and keep ftill 
by me the Sceleton thereof , truly reprefented in this Figure. 
The Head , wherein the Brain is to lodge and all mans 
v, ifdome, is nothing but a fimple membrane inflated with wind 
or Spirits. The Armes are diftintt from the Body, and the 
Hands have now their fingers perfectly difticft. One 
may eafily count in this contexture of Cartilages, how many 
Ribbs there will be. Andlaftlythe diftincftion of the Toes 
of the Feet is as perceptible 5 as that of the fingers oftheHands. 
But wemuftadd withall , that all thefe parts areuofc&ger 
then hairs, and confequently a great dexterity and mceneis is 
to be ufed for difplaying them. 

Figure VIII. reprefents a fetus of a moneth, having now the 
whole humane fbape^and the Bones thereof firm enough in ma- 
ny places to fupportthe parts, Behold the Figure well 5 which 
reprefents this litle Engin in its natural fize. It already in a 
manner fuftains it felf. The two Jaw-bones appear ; the cla- 
vicles are formed 5 and all the Ribbs are very diftircl, ex* 
cept the fir ft and laft 5 which are not wont to have,even in the 
Secoxd montthtthe confiftecce of Bones. One may fee in the 
Armes the Joynts of the Shoulder-bones and of the EIbows$ as 
alio the Thighs and both the Leggs, together with their 
bones, called Focih ; which I had notebferved, when I wrote 
my trcatifc of the Generation of the Bones. All what you fee cf 
white in this eight figure^ hath at this time the quality of bones. 
Wl.erc; I have a fair occafion to enlarge and to difcufs that great 
quefiion,whr nee proceeds (hehardr.efsin Bones? And Icculd 
rot give a better, nor a more curious reafon for it, than by 
hedging the dodtrioe, that ferveth for a ground toallChy- 
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raiftry; which is that there is an Acid Spirit * uoiverfally dip- 
fufed through the world, which giveth foliduy not only to 
Bones, but alfo Minerals and Mettals, and to all Vegetable*} 
penetrating all, fixing all, and being the Father of the Hard* 

nefs and Solidity in all bodies. 

Fig* IX. rcprcfents a Child of fix weeks after Conception : 
where it is to be noted, that comparing together the Bones of 
divers foetus's it will be found, perhaps to admiration, that 
that which have been conceived but a little time after an o- 
ther, hath yet the bones in proportion twice as big* That 
which ishere exhibited by Fig.lX*appears much leffer than an 
other of two months, as appears in my Book of the Generati- 
on of Boxes $ but the Bones are for all that no lefs remarqua- 
ble : for whatever hath the hardnefs and confidence of 
Bones in that, hath already the nature of Cartilages in this. 
The inferior jaw-bone ismoft obfervable in this Child of 6. 
weeks, marked A, it being at this age compofed of fix little 
bones, which when it is born are all joyned together, and 
make but one. 

If it be asked, How I come to know , that thefe degrees of 
growth come topafs cxa&ly within thofe times recited 5 e* 
fpecially fince in abortions we often fee Embrios of 4 moneths 
and above,that are not fo big as thofe fpoken of? I might an- 
fwer by repeating all I faid before, when I compared the pro- 
portions of thofe different Germes.To which I (hall only add, 
that Embrios which mifcarry have often remained a long while 
in the Body before they came forth , or have lived there fo 
fickly as not to draw perhaps half the nourifhment , neceffary 
for them , and therefore much lefs than elfe they would 
be. 

So far Kerkringius • on whofe difcourfe are made thefe Re- 
flexions by Monfieur Denjs. 

1. That thofe Eggs are generated in fsminarumttfuculu^ 
and thence made to defcend per tuham into the matrix, in ex- 
it h , per vim Jpirituofam feminis mafculi , per uteri tnaum 
penzirantis* 

*♦ That thofe Eggs are of different bigntffes 5 fince thofe 
of the third Fig, reprefent one according to the life, as it 
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was found with 9, or 10 lefFer ones in a woman of 40 years of 
ge* Such as were found by him in the tefticlesof a Cow, 
are duly exhibited in Fig.fourth. If any do wonder, thatia 
fo big an animal they fhould be fo much fmaller then in a Wo- 
mau j he will have more caufe to admire , that Women have 
them fo little in comparifon of chofe of Ducks, Hens 5 &c. the 
firft beginnings of things not bearing alwaies a proportion to 
their ftate of encreafe; as Beanes and Peas( e.g.) whence 
grow plants but of a very midling fize,are much bigger feeds, 
than the kernels of Apples and Pears, which do produce con- 
siderably big Trees, Befides, it may be , that Cowes, when 
in their heat, may afford bigger Eggs. Mean time the reafon 
why the Eggs of Fowl are aiwaies proportionably bigger than 
thofeof Women and of Quadrupeds, is,that they, whenlaid, 
muft contain the matter not only for forming, but alfo for feed* 
ing the young animal. 

3. That this Opinion is not fo new, as fome imagine 5 fince 
Fallopius in Obferv* Anatom. Bartol. Anat. reform. 1. 1. Q.26, 
Riolan< Each. anat. 1. 2. c. 37. Lanrept. Anat, J. 7. c« 10. make 
mention of them* 

But here we fliall obferve the Truefiate of the gueftion out 
cfthe journal of Monfieur Ganhh faying, that the veficles or 
Eggs in all forts of femals,are to be confidered in three condi- 
tions: i*When they are faftn'd to the place where nature hath 
lodg'dthem as in a repository. 2. When they are loofn'd from 
thence, j. When they enclofe the Embrion* The firft of thefe, 
namely, that there are veficles in all forts of Femals, faftn'd 
to their Bodies,is certain, and not new; as appears by the Au- 
thors jnft now quoted, ft is alfo certain, that after concepti- 
on, that which enclofeth the Foetus , is almoft like an Egg 5 
but this is not new neither, feeing that Hippocrates hath ob- 
ferved it lib. de natnra puer ; and Arijiotle hath faid it more 
than once, viz.l. 7. hift. Anim, c. 7. and 1. 3. de gener* Anim* 
c. 9. To which alfo the moderns agree and amongft others 
the famous Harvey Expcr. 68. de gener. Anim. The guefti- 
on therefore is only, Whether thefe VeOcles, faftnd to the bo- 
dy of Femals, are loofn'd from it; and whether that kind of 
EggSjWhereio thzEmlrion isform'd, is one of the veficles 
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loofa'd? And here Kerkringius z&m the affirmative; as hath 
been feen above, Thofe that are of the contrary Opinion, fay^ 
that it is fare, that that bladder, like an Egg, in which the 
fetus is form'd , corns not from elfewherc 5 fince ns known, 
that it is produced in the place of conception, and even how 
it is there produced ; as appears out of H*rt*/ 3 ibid. & traft. de 
Concept. Befides>/iy they y the veficles found in the body 
of Women, are fo faftn'd there> that naturally they cannot be 
feparated from thence 5 and fuppof'dahcy were loofh'd, there 
is in the fame place , where they are, no paffage large enough 
to get through. They add, that if you will give the name of 
Eggs to all the veficles, to be found in the parts of Generati* 
on, there would alfo be Eggs in the body of Men, it being 
known, that at the fide of the va/k deferentia there are found 
divers veficles, vthlchAnaUmijis compare to a Clufter of Grapes 
by reafon of their figure. 

The Reader, faith this Journaliji , is left to decide this 
Queftion. He only intimates, that in the many Animals, 
ditfc&ed in the Royal Philofophical Academic at Paris there 
were never found any veficles actually loofe. But that, as to a 
paffage for them, there had been, 3 years fince, differed a 
Woman, and found in each of the tubs uteri a manifeft cavity 
going into the bottom of the matrix : Adding, that though 
theft conduit, appear not open ordinarily , they may yetdi- 
late thcmfelves at the time of Conception : As the conduit, 
through which the Eggs of the Fowl do pais out of the ovarium 
into the matrix*) i* ufually very clofe, but yet opensfome* 
times. 

4. To return to M* Deny* y he obferveth, that all other ani- 
mate creatures ( not to fpeak now of Plants) are produced 
by the meanes of Eggs 5 as Birds , Infe&s of all forts, Fifties 
( of which laft fort though Whales , Sea*Calves and Dolphins 
bring forth live creatures of their kind, yet they firft breed 
them within their Bodies in Eggs:) And why not Quadrupeds 
alfo and the Femals of Mankind ? 

5. As for Eggs, faidby Kerfyingius to have been found in 
Virginibus , the fame M. Denys efteems that probable enough. 
For, faith he , though we had not the Inftance of Hens, lay- 
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ing Eggs without any congrcfs of a Cock ; the place where 
they are bred fhews enough, that Man contributes nothing 
10 their produ&ion . all that he can do 5 beingnothing but an 
attraction of the Eggs ouc of their Confervatory , and 
the making themdeicend into the uterus y ut ibi irrorentur a 
femine, (J facunditatem acquirant > even as the Juices of the 
Earth du vivifie all the Plants by infinuating themfelves into 
the grains 3 and penetrating their skins* And it maybe,, jtis 
the alteration that befalls thefe Eggs, when they are retain- 
ed too long» which caufeth the abundance of Vapors and 
diforders, which other parts are accufed of. On which oc- 
cafion he alledgeth a notable example of a young Maid of 
quality, that lately died in the 18^ year of her age 5 who 
was fubjed to very frequent Hyfterical fits of vapors 5 of 
which fhe was one day affauked with fo great violence, that 
it coft her her life. Her Body being opened , Tefticulus dexter 
er at jiaccidus 5 & figure Jolite ; at fimfter adeo tumidus (3 in ft a* 
tut) ut Ovi Anatis cequaret magnitudimm : Eoque aperto^Ovurn 
fuit tntus repertum^ Olivam figura & magnitudine refer -ens , & 
(eparatu nequaquam difficile. This , be faith , is ftill kept by 
Monfieur Cbar&i* 

N* B. Since thefe particulars were fent to the frtf^ there 
came to the Publiihers hands the very lately printed Book 
of that diligent and expert Anatomift 'Rtgmms de Graaf, in- 
tituled TraUatus novw de Mulierum Organis generationi infer* 
vientibus^ in which the above-recited difficulties, moved by 
M* Gaulois, and others alfo, are amply taken notice of, and 
ingenioufly folved : Concerning which., we may by the next 
opportunity give the Curious Reader a fuller accompt ; 
as aIfo,whercin the faidDe Graaf differs from Kerfywgmsjn this 
matter, which > for want of time , could not be done 
at prefenr. 
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